Five Un-Meaningful Relationships
Hope Chapel Tokorozawa MiniChurch & Discipleship Seminar
John 13:34-35

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another." (John 13:34-35, ESV)

Introduction

Here at Hope Chapel Tokorozawa, you often hear me talk about “prayer and meaningful
relationships.” But just as the disciples needed to ask Jesus to teach them how to pray, we
need to ask the Holy Spirit to teach us how to relate to God and our neighbors in
meaningful ways. Both “spiritual” and “unspiritual” communities will experience conflict,
but the difference is how these communities respond to such conflict. Responding to
conflict as the Holy Spirit helps us makes our community or relationship “spiritual” and
“meaningful.” Responding to conflict “according to the flesh” makes our community or
relationship “unspiritual” and “un-meaningful.” When conflict is an opportunity to draw
on spiritual resources, we begin to have meaningful relationship and spiritual community.

1. Do you and I settle for less than love?
a) Do we settle for counterfeit friendships with people who try to hide conflict with
congeniality, cooperation or consolation?

b) Do we settle for fleshly direction through counseling or conforming relationships?

2. We need spiritual friends and directors.
a) We need broken, caring, giving and visionary people to help care for our souls.

b) We need trustworthy and respectable people who can direct us back towards listening for
God through His Word and Spirit resulting in cure for our souls.

3. We really only have two choices.
a) We can either rely upon the flesh and try to find our own solutions and cures or...

b) We can rely upon the God and His resources: the Word, the Spirit and loving people.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:

1) Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 and compare your friendships with God’s definition of love.

2) What does it mean to be broken, caring, giving or visionary in the context of community?
3) What is the difference between a spiritual friend and a spiritual director?

Conclusion:
A church becomes a community of the Spirit of God only when people are unafraid of

brokenness and depend upon the Word and Spirit of God to help and heal them.
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